
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































（１）Museum Associations（１９９６）. Lifetimes; Croydon Clocktower. Museum
Practice Issue２, pp.１６−１８．
（２）Ibid., p. 18.















Machizukuri and Citizens’ Careers (4): What is
the Ideal Museum for Local People?
Yoshiaki KANAYAMA
I would like to present my view as to why local people like to visit muse-
ums, using an exhibition at Croydon Museum in London as well as two local
workshops in Matsumoto City, Nagano Prefecture, Japan.
As the result of this investigation, I hove found that people do not want
museums to be a kind of traditional learning institution which they have
been so far. Rather they would like them to be a forum. Local governments
in Japan believe the former type to be most attractive. However,I believe
they would be better off letting academics or museum specialists plan their
museums. The traditional type of museum is a place where the public only
receives knowledge about a locality’s prehistory, social history, natural his-
tory and so on.
It seems to me, though, that normal citizens, so far, have not found most
museums to be a comfortable place. It also seems they desire a museum to
be a place where it is possible to communicate with others. The citizens also
desire to know that the “true history” has not been hidden due to shameful
deeds during war or problems due to pollution, etc.The average person is
also interested in the career histories of the local people. Moreover, they
want to make a positive effort to integrate the museum’s activities with
their own lives.
In short, a museum for local people should ideally be a forum for discus-
sion between local authorities and citizens. A museum is not for the govern-
ment but for the people.
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